Welcome to the Holy Week journey.  Here are a few things you should know:

· this is a self-paced worship experience.  You will have the opportunity to think, pray, observe, read, and listen in a reverent atmosphere.  Use this time to invite God to interact with you.

· Each area presents a different set of ideas and questions; take all the time you need in whatever setting seems to ‘grab’ the attention of your heart.  

· This booklet is a tool for you to use throughout your journey.  It contains written thoughts and questions for each of the stations of the pathway.

· You may, of course, travel the pathway with someone else; however, please be sensitive to individual needs for time and space.   

Remember:  when we ask God to reveal things 

to us, He will!

Families with kids<clip art>
· Station 1 (the foyer) is for all to experience together.  

· Kids 0 – 5 years old:  childcare is available; please check in at the nursery desk

· Kids in Kindergarten – 5th grade:  there is a parallel age-appropriate pathway in the D-wing rooms which begins after you have finished activities together in Station 1. Families can then end the pathway together. 
Station 1 (foyer): A crowd welcomes Jesus

(Matthew 21:1-11; Luke 19:28-40)

Our journey begins by remembering what happened when Jesus entered Jerusalem.  Please take a moment to read Matthew 21:8-11: 

A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Hosanna in the highest!”

We can’t know if everyone in that crowd truly understood who Jesus was and what He came to do.  We do know that what they shouted that day in Jerusalem was true.

It would be a good thing to begin our journey by honoring Jesus as our Lord and King and by welcoming Him here. 

Take a moment to pray (alone or as a family or group)

· thank God for sending Jesus

· ask God to reveal Himself to you through the worship experience tonight

· ask God to give you ears to hear Him and a heart to more fully understand who Jesus was and is 

When you are finished, you may move on to the next station. There will be signs and other prompts that will direct you through the entire pathway.   

Please note that there are specific entrances and exits for each area of the journey.

Families with kids <clip art>

At this time, your kids (approx. age Kindergarten –5th grade) can go to the Kid Pathway in the D-wing. There are signs and helpers in the foyer to direct your kids to that area.

The adult journey ends with the opportunity to take the Lord’s Supper and to pray at the cross.  At (or after) that time, you can have your children join you.

Station 2: Were you there like Mary Magdalene?

(Luke 8:1-3, John 20:10-18)
There are two spaces in this room… black and white.

Spend a few moments in the black space:

The Bible doesn’t tell us very much about Mary Magdalene. We know that Jesus freed her from several demons.   At their first meeting, she must have been very unlovable:  we can only imagine how a woman possessed by seven demons would look and act. And yet, Jesus—Son of God—took time to free her.  

Jesus looked at her and saw something worth saving.

Do I believe I am worthy?

When you look in the mirror, what do you see?  

Do you see a person Jesus would value?  

What in me needs healing?

Ask God this question…. be open to the answers.

What has God delivered me from?

Can you think of ways that God has healed you?


Freed you?

Move to the white space:

Mary was healed…. restored…. given a new life.

She chose to travel with Jesus and his disciples, probably offering her own resources to support Jesus’ ministry.  She trusted, believed, listened, followed.

Jesus appeared first to Mary after his resurrection. She didn’t recognize him until he spoke her name. The sound of his voice was, to Mary, entirely familiar and deeply treasured, because she had spent so much time with him.
Jesus knows you by name.  When you consistently take time to grow your friendship with him, you will recognize His voice, just like Mary did.

Do I recognize Jesus’ voice?

Are you close enough to Jesus to know when He is speaking to you?  What is drowning out His voice?  

Lord, what are you saying to us

 through Mary’s story?

Station 3: Were you there like Judas? 

(Matthew 26, 27:3-5)

Judas was one of the twelve men who were the closest to Jesus, and yet he put his desire for money and power above his relationship with Jesus. Even when confronted, Judas innocently denied his carefully planned betrayal.  This coldly calculated rejection of Christ—for financial gain—is despicable.  

Do I betray Jesus?

Take a look at the pictures around you that portray what we often put above our relationship with Jesus. 

 Is there something you continually choose over Christ?
The real tragedy of Judas’ story is not that he betrayed Jesus, but rather that he couldn’t imagine the possibility of forgiveness for his betrayal.  

When Judas saw what was happening to Jesus because of his own action, he attempted to make it right by returning the money he had taken.  When that didn’t ‘save’ Jesus, Judas was hit by the full weight of his sin.  He was deafened by despair, and took his own life. The possibility of forgiveness and restoration was beyond his comprehension.  

Can I accept that God forgives me?

We are not faithful to Jesus, Jesus is faithful to us. 

Jesus offered forgiveness to a thief…would have offered it to Judas….and offers it to you.

We behave more like Judas than we would like to believe:  

We betray Jesus daily…we replace our affection for Him with affection for other things.  

When we do this, we deny him his rightful place; we take Him off the ‘throne’ in our lives.  We no longer live as though He is Lord.  

When we realize our errors, we retreat into despair, unable to accept that God can and will forgive us.

Lord, what are you saying to us

through Judas’ story?


Station 4: Were you there like Peter? 

(Matthew 16:13-20; 26: 31-35, 69-75)
Jesus asked, “Who do you say I am?” 

The disciple Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

At the time, this was not a common understanding of who Jesus was. Jesus responded, ”Blessed are you…for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven…on this testimony [rock], I will build my church.”

In the group of Jesus’ closest followers, Peter was probably the most passionate and outspoken. However, Jesus warned that at some point Peter would deny knowing or having any association with Jesus.  

Hours after Peter made the statement, “even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you,” Jesus was arrested and brought to trial.  In the confusion of the crowds that night, Peter denied knowing Jesus three times.  Then the rooster crowed (a part of Jesus’ earlier warning) and Peter was shaken, devastated by his lack of loyalty and commitment to Jesus.  

Have I turned my back on my relationship 

with Jesus?

Am I so proud that I can’t abandon myself to Jesus’ ministry?  Do I enjoy maintaining a part of life where I don’t acknowledge God’s presence?

In this room we have told the stories of two men.  Both “turned” on Jesus, and both felt great shame over what they had done.  But their responses were very different.  Judas, in his grief, took his own life; Peter, in his grief, was reconciled to Jesus and went on to be a leader in the church of new believers (detailed in the book of Acts).  


What was the difference between Judas and Peter?  Perhaps it was their understanding of who Jesus was.  Judas confessed to wronging an “innocent man”; Peter, however, understood that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God.  He accepted that Jesus loved him, despite his flaws, and was not overcome by guilt. 

Do I truly understand who Jesus is?

Was Jesus merely a wise teacher, or was he truly

‘God on earth’, showing us a better way to live, and

offering true grace?  Can I take that leap of belief?

Can I accept God’s gift of forgiveness?

Station 5: Were you there like Pilate? 

(Matthew 27:11-26)

This is the sound of the angry Jewish leaders presenting their ‘case’ against Jesus to Pontius Pilate.  It is the sound of a crowd demanding Jesus be found guilty.  And it is the sound of Pilate speaking with Jesus.

Pilate was the sixth Roman governor, of Judea.  He did not live in Jerusalem, but was there during the time of the Passover to attempt to preserve order among the Jews.  He had a history of seriously antagonizing the Jews, and over the years they had responded with threats of blackmail that would have led to Pilate losing his position. The last thing he needed was another major incident with them.  When the Jewish leaders brought Jesus to him under false political accusations, he tried to pass the problem on to a different leader.  Eventually he was faced with what was, for him, a huge dilemma:  kill an innocent man, or go against the Jewish leaders, which would certainly result in political problems for him.

In the end, Pilate chose self-preservation over justice.  He had the power and the conscience to set Jesus free, but fear and self-interest ruled.  Not only that, but he literally washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying “I am innocent of this man’s blood. It is your responsibility!”  As if he had the power to absolve himself of guilt.

Pilate could have been as unknown to us as all the other governors of Judea.  But that night, Pilate had a meeting with Jesus.  And history has not forgotten him.

Are there times in my life when I have ‘washed my hands’ of responsibilities to the church, my family, the poor?Do I try to get out from under doing what is right and what is clearly mine to do?
Do I sacrifice what is right for what benefits me the most?  
Am I capable of sealing off my conscience and placing the blame on others?  Is it becoming easier and easier to do this?

Take time to absorb the sound and feel of this area.  

Lord, what are you saying through Pilate’s story?


Station 6: Were you there like the crowd?

(Matthew 21:7-11; 27:11-26)

The crowd appealed to Pilate, shouting, “Crucify him!” when Pilate asked what should be done with Jesus.  Just days before, a similar crowd had welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem, with phrases like, “Hosanna!... Blessed is he who come in the name of the Lord!”  We acknowledged that part of Jesus’ story in our first station tonight.  

We cannot know for sure, but it’s likely that some of the same people were present in both crowds.  What could possibly have changed their opinion of Jesus? Could someone who truly understood who Jesus was—the Messiah, Son of God—be swayed so completely against him?

Notice the crown of thorns by the cross.  

Is it possible those who celebrated Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem later wanted Him dead? 

Is it possible that those who heard Jesus’ teaching firsthand completely missed the truth of his identity?

Didn’t they know him?

Is it possible that we were there in this crowd?

Do I really know who You are? 

Is it possible, Lord, that I come to church over and over, repeating words of praise to You, only to ignore You for the rest of my week?

Have I missed completely what Your message is and was?

You came to show us how to truly live, how to be what we were created to be.  Have I reduced your message to ‘weekend only’ church attendance?

Lord, what are you saying

in the story of the crowd?

<kid clip art> If you would like your children to accompany you in the Lord’s Supper and in prayer at the cross (station 7 & 8 at the front of the auditorium), you may retrieve them from the D-wing after you leave Station 6.

Station 7: The Lord’s Supper 

If you are a person who believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, our Savior, you are invited to take part in the Lord’s Supper tonight.  

On the stage there is a table set with bread and juice; there is also a table on floor level for those who would prefer not to use the steps.  Below, you’ll find text to guide you through the Lord’s Supper.

Take all the time you need in this area, and participate in whatever way you feel appropriate.  If you are waiting for others to finish, you are welcome to begin Station 8, at the cross.


The same night as Jesus’ arrest, he led his disciples in the Jewish Feast of the Passover.  He added new meaning within their tradition, which we now observe as the Lord’s Supper.  Luke tells of this in chapter 22, verses 19 and 20:

[Jesus] took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  

In the same way, after the supper, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”

Although the disciples might have misunderstood Jesus’ words in the moment, we understand that he was referring to his own physical death, a sacrifice he allowed in order for God to make a new covenant with all people.  

Take a moment, as Jesus did, to give thanks to God.  You may do this privately, or together as a family. 

Break off a piece of bread, dip it in the juice, and eat.

We do this to remember what Jesus did for us on the cross.

 

Station 8: The Cross

The cross on the floor is there for all of us.  This is your time to come to the cross with all the thoughts, prayers, and confessions of your journey.  This is the end of tonight’s pathway, but could be the beginning of viewing yourself differently in light of who Jesus really was and is.

You may sit, kneel, stand ….  

You may sit in the room for a while preparing to go…

You may, if you choose, bring the strips of fabric you have 
collected and drape them on the cross as you offer prayers of confession….

This is your time.  

If you would like someone to pray with you, there are people available in this area to do so.  They will be wearing ‘prayer team’ name tags.

<kid clip art> Kids who have gone through the kid pathway will have blue strips of cloth to put on the cross to thank Jesus for what He has done for us. Please feel free to gather your family together to talk and pray if it would be helpful.  

When you have finished, we invite you to exit the pathway, and the building, using the marked exit.  

Jesus keep me near the cross
There a precious fountain
Free to all a healing stream
Flows from Calv'ry's mountain

In the cross in the cross
Be my glory ever
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 

the author and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame,

and sat down at the right hand

 of the throne of God.

(Heb 12:2)
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to create this experience.


The overall themes of “We Were There”, as well as some text of this booklet, have been adapted from a Lenten series designed by Sherman Street Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and published in Reformed Worship, vol. 58, winter 2000.








If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.		 (1 John 1:8-9)








[The Lord says] “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”		(Jeremiah 31:34)








Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done  on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  





For yours is the kingdom, the power, the glory forever, Amen.


(Jesus’ words from Matthew 6)





Take some time to consider the questions written here.  Sit or stand, pray, think, and notice what—if anything—begins tugging on your heart.








Interact: 


You are invited to join in a visual expression of praise to God.  Go to the canvas on the wall and write a word that describes Him, draw a picture, or write your praises.  By the end of our Holy Week Journey, this will be a visual expression of our church family’s worship!








Interact:


Write your name on the white paper on the wall. If something in this room really speaks to you, take a white strip of cloth from the basket, write your name on it, and take it with you. 





Interact:  If you find that there is something here that speaks loudly to you, take a green strip of cloth from the fireplace before you leave the area. 








Interact: If you find that there is something here that speaks loudly to you, take a purple strip of cloth from the basket before you leave the area. 








Interact:  If you find that there is something here that speaks loudly to you, take a yellow strip of cloth before you leave the area. 








Interact:


If you find that there is something here that speaks loudly to you, take a red strip of cloth from the table before you leave the area. 











