Sunday, November 15, 2009

Series:  Because

Week 3:  Sacrifice

Reading 1:  Sacrifice:  The Persecuted Church
Pastor:  Today we acknowledge the plight of Christians around the world who face persecution simply because of their faith in Jesus.

READER 1:  We applaud them for their faithfulness.

READER 2:  We honor them for their willingness to sacrifice everything for their Savior.

READER 3:  At this moment, 200 million Christians worldwide live in societies where they face daily the threat of being imprisoned, 

READER 1:  tortured, 

READER 2:  and killed 

READER 3:  because of their identity as Christians.

READER 1:  Did you hear that?

READER 2:  (SLOWER)  At this moment, 200 million Christians are living under the daily threat of being persecuted b/c they love Jesus.

READER 3:  Over the past 12 months, 180,000 of our brothers and sisters have been martyred.

READER 1:  That’s nearly 500 people every day.

READER 2:  During the hour that we meet together this morning, 20 Christians will die for their faith, one every three minutes.


PAUSE

READER 3:  While our hearts may scream, “Why, Lord?  Why let your people suffer under injustice?” our eyes return once again to the words of Jesus, who Himself suffered under great persecution:

READER 1:  Blessed  are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

READER 2:  Blessed  are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  

READER 3:  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven”

PAUSE

READER 1:  So we honor these men

READER 2:  and women

READER 3:  and children 

READER 1:  our brothers and sisters

READER 2:  who have sacrificed their lives for the One who sacrificed His life for the them.

READER 3:  The least we can do.

READER 1:  The most we can do.

READER 2:  Is pray.

Pastor:  (PRAYER)
Reading 2:  Sacrifice:  The Lord’s Supper
Pastor:   One of the great calls of the Christian faith is to surrender.  To surrender our rights and our pride for the greater cause of Christ.

READER 1:  One of the great calls of the Christian faith is sacrifice.  Surrendering something of importance for the sake of something of greater importance.

RAEDER 2:  Some sacrifice their time for the greater cause of investing in people.

READER 3:  Some sacrifice financially for a greater cause that God has called them to.

READER 1:  Few of us, though, will be called to sacrifice our job 

READER 2:  or our family 

READER 3:  or our life 

READER 1:  for the greater cause of the Gospel.

READER 2:  Jesus.

READER 3:  He sacrificed.

READER 1:  He became a sacrifice.

READER 2:  He surrendered what was important to Him – his time, His safety, His life – 

READER 3:  for what was more important to Him:

READER 1:  Us.

Pastor:  (bridge to communion)
Reading 3: Sacrifice:  Our Call
READER 1:  So here we are.  

READER 2:  Largely safe and secure.

READER 3:  Free from persecution for our faith.

READER 1:  Did any of us worry, this morning, that by coming here we would in any way risk a beating, our family, imprisonment?

READER 2:  Persecution is a world away from us.

READER 3:  I wonder:  is that a good thing or a bad thing?

READER 1:  Still, regardless of whether it results in beatings or imprisonment or persecution, Jesus’ call is the same:

READER 2:  Sacrifice.

READER 3:  To surrender what is important to us for something that is of greater importance.

READER 1:  That is what is behind Jesus’ words, “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, 

READER 2:  his wife and children, 

READER 3:  his brothers and sisters – 

READER 1:  yes, even his own life – he cannot be my disciple.” 

READER 2:  This call to sacrifice is a call to surrender everything.

READER 3:  To surrender our time, our agenda, our priorities, our money, our friends

READ 1:  Things that are important to us.

READER 2:  We surrender the important for the more important.

READER 3:  Sacrifice.







